God's Master Plan Bible Study

Lesson 6 – Law – The Passover & Commandments

God's Master Plan #6 – Law –The Passover & Commandments


At the close of the Era of Promise, Jacob/Israel’s descendants had moved to Egypt and flourished in the land of Goshen.  There they would abide for four hundred years, slowly growing from a tribal clan into a mighty nation unto themselves.  The book of Genesis ends with the death of Joseph in Egypt and as we turn the page, we step into a drastic change in the lifestyle of the Jews in Egypt.

Ex 1:8-9 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, "Behold, the people of the sons of Israel are more and mightier than we. 10 "Come, let us deal wisely with them, or else they will multiply and in the event of war, they will also join themselves to those who hate us, and fight against us and depart from the land." 

The new Egyptian king called a “Pharaoh,” became afraid that the descendants of Israel would take over the land, and began to force them into slavery and hard labor. 

Ex 1:11-14 So they appointed taskmasters over them to afflict them with hard labor. And they built for Pharaoh storage cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and the more they spread out, so that they were in dread of the sons of Israel. 13 The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to labor rigorously; 14 and they made their lives bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks and at all kinds of labor in the field, all their labors which they rigorously imposed on them.   

The more the Egyptians forced the Hebrews to work, the more they multiplied and became stronger!  So Pharaoh began to kill all the male Jewish babies in an effort to reduce Israel’s rapid growth.  During this time a boy was born to a young couple from the tribe of Levi.  After hiding their baby for three months, the couple decided to put their baby into God’s hands, and tarring the bottom of a basket to make it into a buoyant watercraft, they placed their baby into the basket and set it afloat on the Nile river with the baby’s older sister watching from the bank.  

God responded to the young Hebrew couple’s faith and the Pharaoh’s daughter just so happened to be bathing downstream from where the baby was launched.  When she saw the basket in the reeds, she investigated to discover a beautiful baby boy.  Even though she realized that this baby was Hebrew, she “took pity on it” and decided to adopt the boy as her own.  The baby’s sister then appeared from the reeds and offered to find a “Hebrew nanny” for the baby and God worked it out that not only was the baby saved, but it became a prince and an heir to the throne of Egypt and its mother and father got to raise the child until it was weaned and be involved in its life!  This baby boy was named “Moses”
 and God let Pharaoh pay for his schooling and education but not before his Hebrew parents had firmly taught him that there was only one God, and that Jehovah God was the real One! 

God was raising Moses up to be the deliverer of Israel from Egypt.  His life is conveniently divided into forty-year increments.  The first forty years were spent in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house in education and training for future leadership.  At the age of forty, Moses stood up for an Israeli slave and killed an Egyptian taskmaster and fled Egypt for the safety of the wilderness.  Here, Moses met his wife, Zipporah, and spent forty years working for his father-in-law, Jethro, as a shepherd
.  Toward the end of this forty-year period, God appeared to Moses from a bush that appeared to burn without being destroyed.  With Moses’ full attention, God introduced Himself as the “God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” and then announced His plans for Moses’ life:

Ex 3:9-10 "Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 "Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt." 

Accompanied by his brother, Aaron, Moses left the wilderness to declare to Pharaoh that God had said “let my people go!”  He would spend the last forty years of his life shepherding and leading the people of Israel.  

Obviously, Pharaoh was not enthused about the idea of millions of free labor suddenly quitting their tasks, and so God used Moses to bring ten plagues upon the land of Egypt in order to convince Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go free.  The ten plagues were, in order:

1. The water in the Nile River and the surrounding water and streams was turned to “blood” for seven days.  

2. Frogs inundated the Egyptian land by the multitudes and then died
.

3. Moses tossed dust into the air and it became a great invading swarm of gnats
.

4. A swarm of flies swept through the land of Egypt.

5. The Egyptian livestock was hit with a devastating plague of illness.

6. Both Egyptian people and animals were hit with a plague of painful boils.

7. Great hail as had never been seen before fell from the sky.

8. A plague of locusts swept through the land destroying the crops not done in by the hail.

9. Darkness came over the land of Egypt for three days.

10. The first-born child of man and beast was killed throughout the land
.

The final plague would be the blow that would cause Pharaoh to allow the children of Israel to leave Egypt.  God would pass through the land as the death angel and would kill every firstborn child of every house including Pharaoh’s own son.  God promised that Israel would be spared from this horrible judgment if they would obey His instructions and correctly prepare what would become known as the “Passover” meal.  The conditions and instructions for this Passover meal are outlined in the 12th chapter of Exodus:           


Ex 12:1-5 Now the LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 " This month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you. 3 "Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, 'On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers' households, a lamb for each household. 4'Now if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his house are to take one according to the number of persons in them; according to what each man should eat, you are to divide the lamb. 5 'Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 

This month would become the first month of the year for the Jewish people.  They were to set aside a perfect, unblemished, male lamb of a year old and set it aside to die on the tenth day of the month.  This lamb would be the blood sacrifice of the Passover meal.  

Ex12:6-7 ' You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. 7' Moreover, they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 

On the evening of the 14th day, Israel was to kill the lamb and take the blood and apply it to the doorposts on the outside of the house where they would eat the meal.

Ex 12:8-9 'They shall eat the flesh that same night, roasted with fire, and they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 'Do not eat any of it raw or boiled at all with water, but rather roasted with fire, both its head and its legs along with its entrails. 10' And you shall not leave any of it over until morning, but whatever is left of it until morning, you shall burn with fire. 

The lamb was not gutted or cleaned, but was roasted whole over a fire and served without gravy or any embellishments other than bitter herbs.  It was not to be a pleasant meal, and would be eaten with “yeast less” bread.  Any lamb not eaten at the meal would be burned up so that none of the lamb remained until the morning.  

Ex 12:11 'Now you shall eat it in this manner: with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste — it is the LORD'S Passover. 

The Jews were to eat the meal with their clothes on, their sandals ready for travel and their bags packed and they were to hurry, because this meal and judgment would precede leaving Egypt!  

Ex 12:12-14 'For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments — I am the LORD. 13 'The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 'Now this day will be a memorial to you, and you shall celebrate it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent ordinance. 

That night while the Jews ate their meal, God would pass through the land of Egypt and execute His judgment.  When He came to an Israeli house, if they had done as He had commanded, He would see the blood of the lamb upon the outer doorposts and would “pass over” the house and they would be spared the judgment.  

Through this process, we see the elements of salvation from previous eras are still at work, but with more specific commands.  To be saved, the Hebrews would have to have faith in God and listen to their conscience that this was the right thing to do, perform the blood sacrifice of the Passover lamb, obey and follow the leadership of Moses, and be willing to leave the idolatry and heathen lifestyles of the Egyptians for the Promised Land just as Abraham had done!  If they did so, they were heading to the same land of Canaan, that God had promised Abraham that his descendants would inherit.

As they left Egypt, Israel was startled to see the presence of God leading them by a visible “pillar of fire” by night and a “pillar of cloud” by day.  God led them to the edge of the Red Sea where mountains surrounded them on both sides.  At about this time, Pharaoh snapped from his grief and realized the magnitude of his decision and decided to change his mind and pursue the Israelis with his army.  Trapped with the Red Sea in front of them and the Egyptian army behind, Israel was miraculously saved when the pillar of God’s presence moved between them and the enemy and then Moses stepped up to the Red Sea and stretched forth his rod and the water supernaturally parted leaving a path of dry ground for Israel to walk upon.  When God’s presence moved and the Egyptians tried to follow suit, the waters collapsed drowning the army in their heavy army – Israel was completely free from their past slavery in Egypt!
                

Leading them from the pillar of His presence and miraculously feeding Israel through manna, “a bread from heaven,” God led the Jews into the wilderness to a place called “Mt. Sinai.”  Here God spoke to Moses from the mountain and gave him some promises to speak to the people:

Ex 19:3-6 Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: 4 ' You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself. 5 'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel." 

God renewed with Moses and the people of Israel, the same promises that He had first spoken to Abraham!  God was now offering the Abrahamic covenant to all of the people of Israel and all the males who were not circumcised had to do so to keep the agreement.  

After the people agreed to the covenant, God called Moses unto the mountain for forty days and forty nights.  Alone with God, it was here that Moses received the commandments of a new era, which would become known as the “Era of Law.”  The first ten commandments of the law were written on tablets of stone, and most people are somewhat familiar with them today.  What most people do not realize is that the first ten was only the beginning and before it was over, God had given six hundred and thirteen commandments to Moses.  Of this total number, three hundred sixty five were negative in nature in that they were instructions not to do certain things
.  The remaining commandments were positive in nature and expressed things that the Jews were to perform.

We will not take the time to go verse by verse through each individual commandment of the Law of Moses given in the Biblical books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy.  Thankfully, all six hundred and thirteen commandments of Moses can be neatly grouped into three categories:  The Moral Law, The Civil Law, and the Ceremonial Law.        

The Moral Law

The Moral Law of Moses is composed of the first Ten Commandments, and the various “abominations against God.”  We will begin with the original Ten Commandments and the placing them in modern day “lingo:”

Ex 20:1-3 Then God spoke all these words, saying, 2 " I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 " You shall have no other gods before Me. 

The first commandment was that there is no other God, but the one, true Jehovah God.  

Ex 20:4-6 "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

Do not worship another god beside this one, true loving God; do not make idols or carved images of anything in heaven or in earth; do not bow down or serve or pray to idols, statues, or carved things.  In other words, God’s people were to worship God directly.  It is also obvious from the wording of these verses that God takes idolatry very personal and seriously!    

Ex 20:7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 

Do not take God's name in vain.  Do not use it as a "by word" or in cussing.  Do not call upon Him unless you are sincerely asking in prayer or speaking of His goodness.  

Ex 20:8-11 "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 " Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it  you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 11 " For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it holy. 

Set aside one day out of seven to rest and spend in spiritual pursuits.  Do not allow the things of this life to steal time that should be spend with God.  

Ex 20:12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.

Honor and respect your parents.  There may come a time when the child is an adult, that you may not be able to obey their desires, but you are always to honor and respect them.  

Ex 20:13-16 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall not steal. 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

Do not murder, both through the taking of physical life or through the tongue in gossip.  Do not participate in sexual activity outside of marriage.  Do not steal.  Do not lie or be deceitful.  

Ex 20:17 " You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 

Do not jealously view the possessions of others and judge your own life by what others have.  

The Moral Law of Moses also includes the various “abominations” against God.  

Abomination – Hebrew towebah, it means “something disgusting.”  An abomination is a sin that God labeled as particularly loathsome and serious.  A figure of speech might be “something that makes God sick.”  

Some of the abominations to God are:  Graven images (Deut 7:25); Human sacrifices (Deut 12:31); a defective animal sacrifice (Deut 17:1); Witchcraft and spiritualism (Deut 18:10-12); religious prostitution (Deut 23:18); Remarrying a defiled woman (Deut 24:4)
; Interchange of apparel between sexes (Deut 22:5); pride, lying, murder, sowing discord, a wicked heart (Prov 6:16-19); and homosexuality (Lev 20:13). 

That refraining from the abominations against God is still applicable for us today in the Era of Grace is evident by the words of God regarding the New Jerusalem which descends out of Heaven and that is to be the future home of the redeemed church:

Rev 21:27 And nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.

People who continue practicing and performing the abominations against God will not enter into eternal life with Him!  Obviously the Moral Law of God has not changed nor will it ever change and is just as valid for us today as it was back in Moses’ day.  

The Civil Law

The Civil Law related to the rights and duties of citizens of the community of Israel.  For the first time, God’s people were going to govern themselves as a nation, so God wrote the “laws of the land.”  The Civil Law of Moses is primarily found in the 21st, 22nd, and 23rd chapters of Exodus.  God outlined laws dealing with business matters, treating of servants, owning of land and possessions, certain feasts that all men were required to attend, and the boundaries of the Promised Land.

The Civil law of God has been the basis of most man-made governments including the United States of America with many of our national and local laws being adapted from Israel’s Civil Law.  Since we do not live in the literal land of Israel, most of this Civil Law does not directly apply to our everyday lives.  As long as they do not contradict scriptural teachings, we are to obey the Civil Law of the nation in which we currently live.
  

The Ceremonial Law

The Ceremonial Law outlined how to approach God and the various religious ceremonies and rituals that God would require in this era.  The book of Leviticus primarily deals with Ceremonial Law.  In the book of Exodus, God also gave plans for a “Tabernacle” that would be erected as a place of worship.  We will study the Tabernacle of Moses in greater detail in the next lesson.  The tribe of Levi, who became known as “the Levites,” was chosen to be the priests because of their eagerness to help Moses stop idolatry.
  Moses’ brother, Aaron, would be the first High Priest.  Burnt offering and sacrifices offered unto God would continue to be a part of this new era, but they were now organized according to purpose and type.  There were several different types of blood offerings that were offered now depending upon the sin, and, for the first time, offerings without blood were introduced for non-sin-atoning situations.   

Sacrificial offerings without blood were:  

1. First fruits and tithes – Tithing, the giving of ten percent of one’s increase, was still going to be a part of this era. 

2. Meat and drink offerings – These were free-will offerings that were given to the Levites, the men of God.

3. Incense – The providing of incense to burn in worship to God.  The burning of incense to God was to never cease, day or night.   

All of these offering have nothing to do with making atonement for sin.  For sin to be forgiven, blood still had to be shed.  Now, however, there were several different types:  

Sacrificial offerings with blood were:            
1. Sin offerings – If a man sinned against God ignorantly, he had to immediately go and present a sin offering.  If a man sinned willfully against God under Law, he was put to death!  If he sinned ignorantly and did not bring a sin offering, then he was also killed!

2. Trespass offerings – These were offered if someone violated the law in a specific way that required retribution.  In other words, if the sin was such that the individual needed to “make things right.”  If the trespass was against the Lord, payment was made to the priests; if it was a trespass against a fellow human being, then to that individual was the payment made.

3. Burnt offerings – These signified self-dedication to God.  A person could at any time come give a blood sacrifice as a sign and method of personal consecration to God.  Every evening and morning, the Levitical priests offered up collective burnt offerings.  It was very common for the Israelites to stop what they were doing during their normal, daily routine and travel to the Tabernacle to take part in these services.      

4. Peace offerings – These offerings were somewhat different that the others, because the worshipper bringing the sacrifice got to actually eat of the sacrifice.  It symbolized a communion, relationship, and friendship with God and stressed the importance of fellowship!  Often the priest would also eat part of the sacrifice so peace offerings were much like sitting down and eating a meal with the man of God and the people of God.  

Once a year, there was a special, all-important ceremony in which everyone’s participation was required.  On this “Day of Atonement” the High Priest performed a special sin sacrifice and made atonement for the sins of the people.  Their participation in this special ritual ensured that their sins were pushed ahead for another year but did not erase them.  Only by participating in this special annual sacrifice, could a Jewish person “be saved.”  We will discuss this special “Day of Atonement” in detail in the next lesson.  

We are still responsible today for heeding the Ceremonial Law of Moses but the forms of our obedience have changed.  As we proceed into the Era of Grace in our study of scripture, it will become obvious that many of the ceremonial sacrifices changed into the forms of worship that should be familiar today.  For instance, we still pay tithes and offerings but with money or “electronic funds” instead of fruits and vegetables.  We still offer up a sacrifice of incense in the temple, but we do so today by our prayers and praise.  We still eat "peace offerings" but we call them "fellowshipping with one another" or "church potluck dinners."      

Many Christians today think that a study of the Laws of Moses as we are now undertaking is a complete waste of time.  That is an unfortunate view because the New Testament only makes sense through the eyes of the Law of Moses.  It is impossible to understand the need for Calvary and the death of Jesus Christ without understanding the law of the Passover that He perfectly fulfilled.  The Apostle Paul wrote of the importance of the Law of Moses:

Gal 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 

The Greek word for “tutor” here has no good English equivalent and refers to the slave of a household in ancient Greek culture whose primary responsibility was to lead the children to school each day.  Paul said that the Law of Moses was there to “lead us to Christ;” to ensure that we were able to get our proper spiritual education and come to a place where we could learn about God’s Master Plan.  There is nothing in scripture by accident, and Jesus said this about the Law of Moses:

Matt 5:17-18 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.  

The purpose of the Law is to bring us to a better understanding of Jesus!  The Law was in every way a foreshadowing of the One who was to come as the “Living Word.”  We must remember that even if we do not understand it at our current level of knowledge, there is a purpose and a reason for every commandment of Moses’ law, and, in the end, it will always lead us to a better understanding of Jesus Christ!  

In Summary, the Era of Law:

Began with a promise to Moses and Israel, that if they would leave the idolatry and heathen nation of Egypt and follow God’s leading, He would take them to the Promised Land.  

Ended with judgment at Calvary, through the Lamb of God’s paying of the price of sin.

For salvation, man still had to obey the Word of the Lord by giving worthy blood sacrifices, have faith that God would accept their offerings, listen to their conscience, go forth and replenish the whole earth, and submit to human government, believe that God’s promises were true, meet the conditions of those promises, separate themselves and keep themselves from idolatry and an evil and heathen lifestyle, pay tithes, all men had to be circumcised and do all of these things as detailed in the 613 commandments of the Law given to Moses which included celebrating the Passover annually and participating in the Day of Atonement.  

The major event that led to the ending of Era of Law was the coming of the Messiah, the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.  

The era probably lasted 1,520 years
.

The era did not provide for the regeneration of man’s dead, dormant spirit.

� “Moses” means, “drawn out of the water.”


� The King James Version says “lice” but a better representation of the Hebrew word here is “gnats” or “small, biting insects.”  Either way, it was certainly not pleasant!


� The scriptural narrative of the plagues of Egypt is found from the 7th chapter of Exodus through the 11th.  


� The Jews say that the 365 commandments correspond to one negative commandment per day of the year illustrating that man must take heed how he lives every season of his life.   


� Remarrying a defiled woman is in effect “having a legal affair.”  It refers to a separation or divorce by mutual consent so the partners can marry others and have intimate relations with them, and then the original couple returning to one another and getting “remarried” so that they can once again share the marriage bed.   


� See the teachings of Paul in the 13th chapter of Romans.


� See Exodus 32:26.


� A number reached from computing the years between the giving of the Law to Moses on Mt. Sinai through the death of Jesus Christ on Calvary.  Despite what many are errantly taught today, the Era of Grace did not begin until after the death of Jesus Christ.  The scriptures teach that “a new covenant” between God and man could not come until the “death of the one who made it” (Hebrews 9:16-17).  





Endnotes





� It is remarkable how many prominent leaders of the Bible were shepherds at one time in their lives.  Abel, Jacob, Moses, David, and Amos head the list and even Jesus Christ was referred to as the “Good Shepherd!”  Add to this the fact that the Greek word for “pastor” is literally “shepherd” and God’s plan for the local care of the saints becomes clear even from the most ancient times.





� Exodus 8:9-10 is one of those fun moments of the Bible where I shake my head at the dumbness of human nature.  When asked by Moses when he wanted the frogs to disappear, Pharaoh replied “tomorrow” instead of saying “right now.”  Pharaoh was willing to “spent one more night with the frogs.”  How many people today take the same approach to sin, putting off salvation until the future and choosing to languish one more night with the suffering of their sinful condition when it could have been relieved immediately through obedience to God’s Word?  





� These plagues were not randomly chosen, but all are against some of the many “gods” of Egypt.  The Egyptians worshipped the Nile, frogs, the land, flies, animals, the sky, harvests, the sun, and even the Pharaoh and his first-born son.  God was proving dramatically that He was greater than any other deity in which the Egyptians trusted.





� In 1 Corinthians 10:1-2, the Apostle Paul taught that the Red Sea deliverance and the leading of God’s presence in the pillar were representative of our present salvation through water baptism and the baptism of the Holy Ghost.  Just as the Hebrew’s sinful and deadly past was wiped out and erased in the Red Sea, so is our past removed from us when we are baptized in Jesus' name!  Just as the Spirit of God led the children of Israel through the desert, so are we "baptized with the Holy Spirit" to be led of the Spirit!
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